
Thank you to everyone who 
took time to attend Parent/
Teacher conferences for your 
child(ren).  A healthy relation-
ship between your home and 
school is perhaps the most sig-
nificant part of your child’s 
educational success.  If you 
have only high school age chil-
dren, you maybe did not re-
ceive a request for conferences.  
This is a good thing.  However, 
I encourage you to use the 
“parent portal” of our student 
management program, Lumen, 
to keep track of your student’s 
grades throughout the year.  If 
you are unsure how to access 
Lumen, please call your child’s 
school and they can help you 
with this information.  Lumen 
also allows you to monitor 
your child’s lunch account and 
other information.   

As we move quickly into 
November, this is also a good 
time to start thinking about al-
ternative plans for child care in 
the event of a school cancella-
tion, late start or early dis-
missal.  I plan to continue util-
izing our School Messenger 
notification system to inform 
you of those instances.  Please 
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Important Dates: 
 
 
 

October 28 
Parent/Teacher  

Conferences 
8:00 am - 12:00 pm 

 
November 9 

School Improvement Day 
1 Hour Early Dismissal 

 
November 11 
Veteran’s Day 

No School 
 

November 23 
School Improvement Day 
1 Hour Early Dismissal 

 
November 24-25 

Thanksgiving Break 
 

December 7 
School Improvement Day 
1 Hour Early Dismissal 

 
December 21 

Last Student Day -  
End of First Semester 

 
December 22 - January 3 

Winter Break 
 

January 4 
First Student Day after 

Break  
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make sure that we have the 
most up-to-date contact infor-
mation to reach you with those 
messages.  Simply contact your 
child’s school to check infor-
mation we have on file, or to 
make any changes to contact 
information. 

Finally, I want to inform you 
of a few significant changes 
occurring with the education in 
the State of Illinois.  No, unfor-
tunately we have not started 
getting payments from the 
State Comptroller in a timely 
manner, and no, it doesn’t ap-
pear that our policy makers 
have started making education 
a priority in the budgeting 
process.  They have, however, 
worked closely with nearly 
every other state in the country 
to develop and adopt a set of 
learning standards that will be 
universal across the United 
States.    These new standards 
are called “Common Core.”  
Our teachers have been 
charged with familiarizing 
themselves with the new stan-
dards, and to begin implement-
ing them into their classrooms.  
Currently, only the standards 
for English/Language Arts and 

math are available.  Stan-
dards for science and social 
science are still being devel-
oped and reviewed.  These 
new standards appear to be 
more rigorous and require 
students to apply the infor-
mation they learn.  In the 
next three years, the stan-
dardized testing system be-
ing used currently (ISAT, 
PSAE) will be replaced with 
a completely new type of 
assessment.  All indications 
are that it will not be a test 
where students simply 
“bubble in” an answer.  The 
new assessment will require 
demonstration and applica-
tion of information learned.  
There is still much to come 
on the new Common Core 
State Standards, and the as-
sessment model that will be 
used, but I am confident it 
will be better for our stu-
dents.  It will also allow us 
to finally compare “apples 
to apples” when comparing 
schools in Illinois to schools 
in other states. Speaking of 
apples…mmm…they are so 
much better with the cara-
mel on them. 



Mrs. Wuest, Mrs. Kessler and Mrs. 
Stuart.    

Visitors and volunteers are al-
ways welcome.  If you wish to set 
up a time to visit your child’s class-
room please call 523-3186.  Teach-
ers do ask for advanced notice to 
keep outside distractions to a mini-

mum.  Remember to call 
if you have any questions 
or concerns regarding 
your child.   Office hours 
are 7:00-4:00 or you can 
leave a message and 
someone will get back 
with you.   
     Please try and become 
more involved this year.  

One great way to help us out is to 
join our PTA.  We meet on the first 
Thursday of the month at 6:00 pm 
in the Elementary LRC.   Teachers 
welcome assistance in their class-
rooms and there are opportunities to 
help in the Library.  Give us a call 
or contact us by email if you are 
interested.   

On Friday, October 7, the 
Riverdale Pre-K program hosted an 
Open Courtyard Lunch to give 
school and community members an 
opportunity to experience first-hand 
the new outdoor classroom.  As part 
of the activities, the teachers shared 
the history of the project and gave 
recognition to those who made the 
outdoor classroom a reality.  Some 
people present were, Mike Jacobs, 
administration, a school board 
member, high school art students 
and teacher, elementary teachers 
and staff.   
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We have released all our mon-
archs so they can head to Mexico!  
Our study of monarchs will not end 
at this point, we will be following 
the migration process and interact-
ing with some children in Mexico 
over the winter.  

Taken from Marvin Marshall’s 
book, Discipline without Stress: 
http://MarvinMarshall.com. 

One of the most crucial errors 
teachers and parents make is to as-
sume that young people know what 
is expected of them without first 
teaching, practicing and reinforcing 
what adults want the young to do. 

A father is walking through the 
forest with his three-year-old 
daughter. As they are walking, he 
repeatedly tells her to stay on the 
path. The little girl is walking all 
around. She looks at this tree, that 
bush, meandering here and there. 
He continually says, "Stay on the 
path. I told you to stay on the path." 

Eventually, he gets so angry 
with her that he pulls her over, 
shakes her a bit, and shouts, "I told 
you to stay on the path!" 

The little girl looks up at her 
father with tears in her eyes and 
says, "Daddy, what's a path?" 

Thank you to the parents that 
have contributed to our Giving 
Trees and those who have been able 
to help out in the classroom.  There 
will be more opportunities coming 
soon. 

Several grade levels have had 
their Grandparent’s Day already, 
Kindergarten is planning to invite 
grandparents to school on March 
30, 2012, save the date!   
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�����������������Wow, what an amazing first 
quarter!  As we settle in to a new 
and exciting school year I would 
like to say how proud I am to be a 
part of this wonderful community.  
The children of this community are 
truly amazing!  They continue to 
work hard and demonstrate daily 
what it takes to be a suc-
cessful student.  The at-
titudes of the students 
and high expectations of 
the staff make Riverdale 
Elementary School a 
great place for learning 
and having fun!   

We are pleased with 
some new staff changes 
this year.  Mrs. Syoen has been 
transferred from 1st Grade to the 
Primary Special Education class-
room.  Mrs. Olson is our new Pre-K 
teacher and Mrs. Vinavich joins us 
from the middle school to teach 1st 
Grade.  In addition, it is nice to see 
many of our support staff returning 
for another year with the full time 
additions of Mrs. Fornero-Green, 



This year is off to a GREAT 
start!  We are all settling in and ad-
justing to 3rd grade.  We would like 
to thank third grade parents who are 
checking over their student’s plan-
ners and daily homework.  It truly 
helps the students be more prepared 
and successful.   

In science we have 
been studying life sci-
ence.  We learned about 
the parts of a cell, com-
plete and incomplete 
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Hello from 2nd grade!  We have 
had a great 1st quarter so far and are 
busy learning so many new things.  
We have read an entire unit of sto-
ries about doing things together and 
spending time alone.  We also re-
cently completed our 1st big science 
unit on the interaction of living 
things.  We studied about a lot of 
living and nonliving things in dif-
ferent habitats.  We have also begun 
our online art gallery on the Art-
sonia website.  Parents and family 
friends can access their students’ art 
projects online in a secure site.  The 
students are very proud of their art 
and have already completed an Ed 
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ders.  We have been doing many 
activities as we learn about each of 
our themes.  

First graders are authors!  We 
have written a class book that has 
been sent to the publisher.  We 
can’t wait to get our books! 

As the weather changes please 
be sure your child is dressed appro-
priately.  It gets very cold and 
windy on our playground. 

First grade is exciting and fun!  

We culminated our study of the 
farm with our field trip to the AgX-
Perience on September 15th.  We 
appreciated the help of our parent 
volunteers.   We had a wonderful 
time! 

We've been working on our 
new High-Frequency words. The 
children are learning to read more 
of these words every week.   

As Fall approaches so does our 
study of apples, pumpkins and spi-

�������������������

Emberley dog done in pastels and a 
painting inspired by Van Gogh’s 
“Sunflowers.”  We are looking for-
ward to meeting with parents for 

conferences to dis-
cuss the students’ 
progress.  We are 
also excited for our 
Halloween party.  
Before we all know 
it, the holidays will 

be here as well as that long, long 
winter.  Enjoy the rest of your fall 
season and thank you for all your 
support at home! 
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metamorphosis, and how plants and 
animals grow and change.  Next, we 
will be discussing types of plants and 
animals.   

In computer lab, we have       
been working on a Power Point 
presentation entitled “All About Me.”  

Each student’s project will include 
several slides he or she has created 
about him/herself.  The students are 
learning about selecting font styles, 
sizes, and colors; backgrounds; 
transitions; and sounds.  They are 

also learning how to import 
graphics into their show.  We had 
these projects completed for parent/
teacher conferences.   

 It was a pleasure to meet  with 
our third grade parents at 
conference time to share more 
information about their child and 
their progress in third grade.    

The Elementary Winter Music Pro-
gram will be held on Tuesday, De-
cember 13, 2011 at 7:00 pm in the 
high school gym.  Classes partici-
pating are Speckman, Vandercar, 
VenHuizen, Saddoris, Bugos and 
Carls. Also participating are Simp-
son, Solomon, Slothower 4/5, Ole-
son, Dinquel and the 5th Grade 
Band.   
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The fourth grade has had an ex-

citing first quarter.  The state and 
capitol tests are in full swing with 
our next two tests during the weeks 
of October 20 and November 10.  
Fourth grade enjoyed a beautiful 
day during our Black Hawk field 
trip.  We were able to hike, visit the 
museum, and explore the prairie!  
We were glad to see you at parent/
teacher conferences October 27 & 
28.  The fourth grade would like to 
encourage parents to work on multi-
plication facts with their child.  Stu-
dents who know their multiplication 
facts have an easier transition into 
the more difficult math concepts 
later in the year.  
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Mrs. Marmion’s 5th Grade Class 
 

2011 is proving to be a fast mov-
ing year.  It is already October and 
almost the end of the quarter.  Stu-
dents seemed to enjoy our first 
novel, Shiloh.  We are now deep 
into our second novel, Indian Cap-
tive, a historical fiction book based 
on the true story about a girl named 
Mary Jemison and her plight to sur-
vive as a captive in an Indian tribe.  
Our social studies curriculum nicely 
follows along with lessons about 
Native Americans and early settlers.  
Our class has volunteered to be part 
of the annual Family Reading Night 
in November.   We are currently 
working on preparing a play based 
on a book by Eric Carle.  We hope 
young and old alike enjoy our play 
as well as the follow-up art activi-
ties. 

Mr. Dinquel’s 5th Grade Class 
 

It has been a great start to the 
new year for Mr. Dinquel's 5th 
grade class. In math we have re-
viewed all the addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division algo-
rithms. 

Our theme in reading had us 
learn about young people who dis-
cover their strengths and abilities 
and encouraged students to look 
within themselves and examine 
their own unique attributes. Social 
studies has been a study of how the 
first people discovered the new con-
tinent North America. We learned 
about the many explorers who 
risked their lives in search of the 
new world. Making moveable maps 
was fun and helped us to under-
stand how the Atlantic Ocean was 
crossed to achieve the colonization 
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     We invite you to participate in 
Riverdale’s annual Family Reading 
Night on Thursday, November 
17th, from 5:30 to 7:30. There will 
be a meal included for purchase so 
if you are planning to eat, doors 
will open at 5:00.  Story sessions 
will begin at 5:30. Sessions include 
Riverdale parent Carolyn Wettstone 
presenting her newly published 
book All I Want for Christmas is to 
See a Tornado; other guest readers; 
performances by upper elementary 
students; a craft to make; and the 
popular family reading room! Res-
ervation forms with more informa-
tion will be sent home soon with 
students. We hope to see you there!  

In September, the Ram Care 
character education lessons focused 
on how to handle bullying. Mrs. Pe-
tersen read Kindergarten and 1st 
grade students the book, “Stop 
Picking On Me.”  2nd grade heard 
the book, “My Name is Not 
Dummy.”  This book gives the stu-
dents choices about what the char-
acter should do to handle a bullying 
situation.  Students enjoy making 
choices and then hearing conse-
quences of each choice!  3rd,  4th, 
and 5th Grade classrooms partici-
pated in role plays and discussions 
with Mrs. Evans and Mrs. Petersen 
about school expectations and bul-
lying situations.   

On October 3rd, Riverdale 
School District participated in the 
national Stomp Out Bullying Day.  
Students and staff wore blue as a 
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of America.  
In science we learned about the 

structure, physical and chemical 
properties of matter. We also read a 
novel about the genius, Albert Ein-
stein, and his contributions to the 

world of sci-
ence. Our cur-
rent art project 
is making a 
Halloween mo-
bile that will 
hang from the 
ceiling above 
our desks to 

keep in the spirit of the holiday. We 
are looking forward to a fun and 
educational year in 5th grade. 
 
Nicole Falk 
Sammy Ferguson 
Cody Lamb 
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sign of treating each other with 
kindness and respect.  5th Grade 
helped color a banner that is hang-
ing in the library.  Kindergarten and 
1st grade colored foot prints to 
decorate the banner.  News Channel 
6 interviewed Chris Bradshaw and 
Lisa Petersen about how Riverdale 
Elementary is proactive in teaching 
kindness and stomping out bullying.  
Later that day KWQC visited 
school to report about Stomp Out 
Bullying.  Our 3rd, 4th and 5th grad-
ers were all featured on ‘Hello 
Quad Cities!”  Also in October, 
Mrs. Bills from Family Resources 
will present lessons about dealing 
with bullying.  Continue these les-
sons and conversations at home by 
talking about treating classmates 
with respect and kindness! 



I would like to welcome the 
new 2011-2012 student council 
members: Kayleen Mercer, Colin 
Vaughan, Jurnie Hinde, Jordan 
Vollmer, Emily Baldwin, Elizabeth 
Gorgas, Jacob Miller, Emily 
Mitchell, Morgan Hofmann, Ken-
nedy Smith, Taylor Bensenberg, 
Hannah Graham, Emily Frohock, 
Taylor Stark, Nicole Polzin, Ryan 
Harris and Lainey Geigle.  These 
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I hope everyone is finding time 
to enjoy the beautiful fall weather.  
The students and staff have been 
hard at work both in and out of the 
classroom and have had a wonder-
ful first quarter here at the middle 
school.   

Middle school staff and stu-
dents would like to thank the River-
dale PTA for helping bring Ra-
chel’s Challenge to our school.  
This nationally renowned program 
focused on helping students recog-
nize their purpose in life. It issued 
five powerful challenges that are 
based on the writings and life of 
Rachel Joy Scott, the first victim of 
the Columbine School shootings in 
1999.  These challenges: Look for 
the Best in Others, Dream Big, 
Choose Positive Influences, Speak 
with Kindness (positive gossip) and 
to Start Your Own Chain Reaction, 
have been accepted by our students 
with the hope of making their life, a 
friend’s life and their school a little 
bit better.  If you missed the com-
munity presentation, you can find 
more information at http://www.
rachelschallenge.org/. 

The middle school staff and stu-
dents are looking forward to sharing 
our first quarter successes during 
Student Led Conferences October 
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27th and 28th.  This type of confer-
ence is set up to have students take 
more of a responsibility for their 
own academic process.  This time 
also allows for the student, parent
(s), and a facilitator to reflect on the 
student’s first quarter progress and 
to establish goals for the rest of the 
school year.  You will receive your 
child’s first quarter report card after 
they have shared their portfolio 
filled with first quarter assignments.  
Please join us in celebrating your 
child’s first quarter accomplish-
ments and to discuss a plan on how 
to continue on with a successful 
school year.   

Your son/daughter should have 
already returned the confirmation 
letter to your child’s facilitator/
teacher confirming a date and time 
for your child’s conference.  If you 
have any questions concerning your 
child’s progress, please don’t hesi-
tate to contact the teacher by phone 
or e-mail.  Your child and the mid-
dle school staff look forward to see-
ing you at conferences and continu-
ing with an amazing 100% student 
and parent involvement in Student 
Led Conferences. 

It is hard to believe the 2011 
volleyball season has come to an 
end.  Congratulations to both the 

seventh and eighth grade teams who 
showed great  improvement 
throughout the season and had a 
strong finish to the regular season.  
Boy’s basketball season is under-
way and we welcome a pair of new 
coaches but familiar faces to the 
district.  Brian Krier returns to 
coach the 8th grade boys and Matt 
McCormick, Riverdale graduate of 
2006, steps in to coach the 7th grad-
ers.  We wish them all luck as they 
kick off the 2011 season. 

Lastly, I would like to thank the 
staff and parents who made dona-
tions to our ISAT Tailgate for Suc-
cess.  The tailgate party celebrated 
the student’s outstanding effort on 
last years ISAT Tests.  Individual 
ISAT scores will be sent home in 
your child’s portfolio at Student 
Led Conferences.  Please take time 
to go over these scores with your 
child and challenge them to show 
improvement on their 2012 scores.  
The state goal for this year is set at 
92.5%.  Your continued support is 
what helps to make our student’s 
and school so successful.   Thank 
you again and please don’t hesitate 
to contact us if you have any ques-
tions. 
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students are energetic and ready to 
plan the next middle school 
event.  

During Homecoming week, 
student council raised money 
by selling Ram mascots, water 
bottles and t-shirts.  They are 
now preparing for the first 
school year dance on Friday, 
October 21, from 3-5.  The theme 
of the dance is pink for Breast Can-

cer Awareness Month.  MS student 
council will also be in charge of 
selling pizza at the home boys’ 
basketball games starting in No-
vember. Also in November, we 
will be collecting money and 
food items for Thanksgiving bas-
kets.  MS Student Council is al-
ways busy!  We welcome any 

new and fresh ideas! 
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We began this year with student presentations about themselves. They pro-
duced a PowerPoint which they used during their speeches.  I enjoyed learn-
ing about each individual’s, family, interests, and future plans. 

Recently we wrapped up a study on the novel Holes.  They completed a 
culminating project which involved “packing” a suitcase of items, both tan-
gible and intangible, in which a character from the novel might take on a 
trip.  A written description accompanied the suitcase relating the items to the 
character.  The creativity shown in this project was fabulous.  I am looking 
forward to seeing upcoming  assignments. 
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This year’s teachers are a com-
bination of the "old and the new!" 
Returning for Riverdale will be Ms. 
Kelly Doty and Mr. Rick Kessler. 
Here for the first time will be Ms. 
Sheila Harris. 

The program begins on Novem-
ber 2nd and will continue for          
six weeks culminating just before 
Christmas break. 

The curriculum will include ba-
sic business  principles and ethics  
in the business world. 

8th graders are looking forward 
to welcoming all our JA teachers 
back to the Middle School. 
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The results are in, and Riverdale 
Middle School students have met 
ISAT requirements.  In honor of 
their hard work and effort a tailgate 
was thrown as a reward.   More 
than 150 students were treated to 
hot dogs, chips, cookies and soda at 
the middle school parking lot Fri-
day, September 30th, before the high 
school football game.    A thank 
you is extended to parents who do-
nated items for this event.    
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Welcome back to the art room 
for another creative year!  Art 1 stu-
dents are busy honing their drawing 
skills and are ready to make great 
artworks!  Art 3-4 students are 
working on a collaboration project 
with the elementary school.  They 
are busy creating artwork for the 
new garden/outdoor classroom.  I 
cannot wait to see the finished 
products!  Computer Graphics stu-
dents are currently learning Photo-
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The following students will be 

participating in the musical in No-
vember: Celeste McKay as Edwina 
Spoonapple; Monica Huizenga as 
Becky; Lucas Gruetzmacher as 
Billy; Zach Durbin as Cordell/Lars; 
Breanna Wolfe as Kelli; Maggie 
McHugh as Katie Spoonapple/
Company; Anabelle Tanner as Ann 
Van Buren/Company; Parker 
Sheley as Bobby; Lexi Keim as An-
nie; Kody Haas as Scott; Haley 
West as Myra Spoonapple; Skyler 
Coons as Joe Spoonapple; Katie 
Lange as Aphrodite/Company; Am-
ber Bradshaw as Abigail/Company; 
Megan Neely as Periwinkle/
Company and Callie Murphy, and 
Tyler DeCap as the Company. 

These actors will be performing 

shop Elements and are doing a 
wonderful job being creative 
with this new medium.  At the 
middle school, the 7th graders 
are busy learning about tex-
ture, value, and lines.  They 
are creating imaginary bugs to 
demonstrate what they are 
learning.   

Stop by to see some of the art-
work or visit us at the Festival of 
Trees.  Again this year we will be 

the story of a 13 year old named 
Edwina who is dying to be a part of 
the Kalamazoo Advice-a-palooza 
Festival. All of her siblings are 
good at many things and have nu-
merous accomplishments while Ed-
wina has nothing to be proud of. 
When a talent scout comes to Ed-
wina’s hometown, she puts on her 
musical advice show right out of 
her home garage in hopes of getting 
her 15 minutes of fame. 

The Riverdale Drama Troupe 
will be performing Dear Edwina on 
Novermber 17th through the 20th. 
The show is bound to be a hit so 
don’t miss out on seeing a wonder-
ful performance. 

participating in the art show/
competition and we will also 
have a tree on display.  The 
Festival of Trees will run 
from November 19th through 
the 27th.  What a great way to 
celebrate our students talent 
and have a fun family outing, 
all of the art students and I 

hope you can make it! 
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   This year the high school physical education classes have been enjoying activities 
like tennis, bean bags, washers, golf and 7 on 7 football. This past week all students 
ran the mile.  The following results are the top two finishers in the mile from each 
class period:                                
  
Boys                                                               Girls                                                             
1st           1. Caleb Maraden  6:05                    1. Rachel Wirt  7:07                                         
              2. Dalton Hanrahan  6:18                 2. Mikala Gonyier  7:08                    
2nd          1. Jeremy Vols  6:12                        1. Emma Jacobs  7:16 
              2. Josh Stalsberg  6:23                     2. Rebecca Hoerres  7:30 
3rd          1. Rueben Garza  6:05                     1. Elizabeth Oltman  6:52                
              2. Austin Johnson  6:58                   2. Ashley Walls  7:15                       
4th          1. Mike Garza  5:55                         1. Jordan Anderson  7:50                 
              2. Aaron Cochran  6:36                    2. Alexis Krebs  7:55 
5th          1. Cody Alguire  6:05                      1. Kimberly Breaux  7:12                
              2. Dan Melaas-Swanson  6:07         2. Elizabeth May  7:18                      
6th          1. Scott Weaver  6:10                      1. Allison Smith  6:47 
              2. Dylan Pereira  6:23                      2. Megan Dickson  7:48 
7th          1. A.J. Cook  6:28                            1. Megan Groves  6:48 
              2. Parker Sheley  6:51                      2. Morgan Maydew  7:40 
     
    The rest of the semester the student will be playing volleyball, team handball and 
weightlifting 

���
��������1�����
����

��������� ������!���
"�����	
�����# �

Riverdale Education Founda-
tion would like to thank the stu-
dents and families for attending this 
years’ College Matters Night. 

This years’ event was held in 
the Betty Plum auditorium at the 
Middle School on Monday, October 
24, 2011. 

“It was wonderful to see how 
many people were able to come!  R.
E.F. really wants to be known as a 
Foundation that cares about the stu-
dents in our district.  If we can help 
our students be better prepared for 
their futures…then we’ll do it!  
College Matters is a great way to 
find out about potential jobs…and 
the process of finding the right col-
lege,” said Chris Bradshaw, proud 
member of R.E.F. 

Mr. Rory Washburn, Executive 
Director of Tri-City Building 
Trades Union spoke on behalf of 
the Tradesman. He was very helpful 
to the students who are looking into 
finding careers or apprenticeships 
in the trade work force.  Plumbers, 
electricians, welders, sheet metal 
workers, stone masons and many 
other careers were talked about. 

Mr. Washburn has a wealth of 
information and would like to help 
others find the answers to their 
questions. 

Mr. Cash Bimm, Ashford Uni-
versity Admissions Counselor, 
spoke about college issues. Mr. 
Bimm’s presentation dealt with the 
process of getting ready for college, 
finding the right school and even 
the topic of finding ‘funding’ for 
college.  

R.E.F. will be hosting their 
‘Career Night’ on March 13th , 2012 
in the high school gymnasium. 
There will be over 40 vendors, in-
cluding colleges and local busi-
nesses. Please mark your calendars 
and plan to attend a fun and helpful 
evening. 

The school year is off to a great 
start.  The students are working 
hard and have welcomed our new 
freshman class.  Our freshmen are 
fitting in nicely and are adapting to 
the changes from the Middle 
School. 

First nine week report cards 
have been handed out.  I would like 
to remind everyone that the first 
nine week’s grade is only a mid-
semester grade and does not get re-
corded on the students’ records.  
Only semester grades are official.  
The nine week grades are just a pro-
gress report. 

Before we know it, we will be 
taking semester finals.  These are 
cumulative exams that cover the 
entire semester.  They are worth 

20% of the semester grade.  Stu-
dents who are getting all C’s or bet-
ter in all classes have the opportu-
nity to waive two finals of their 
choice.  If they are passing all 
classes but to not have all C’s, they 
can waive one final of their choice.  
Waivers may be taken away if they 
have discipline such as suspensions, 
truancies, full Saturday schools as 
examples.  So it is important to 
keep your grades up. 

Check out our winter activities 
the end of November through the 
first of March.  Check out the 
schedule on the school web page 
http://riverdaleschools.org.  There is 
a drop down box for calendars.  See 
you there! 



 
 
 
 

Make sure to check out the district website at www.riverdaleschools.org. 
The website has been redesigned and is your source for all information about at the school! 
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9624 256th Street N 
Port Byron, IL 61275 
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Phone: 309-523-3184 
Fax: 309-523-3550 
Email:  
rjacobs@riverdaleschools.org 


